RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

August 8, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 12:04 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There was one new member at our luncheon today.  

After lunch, President, Norman Briggs, reminded all attendees that Greg Salas is the Nominating Chairperson and that we would be having an election in November for Officers and Directors.  If you are interested in helping run the organization, please contact a member of the committee.  Norman stated that there were 250 members at the Bar-be-cue and he felt that it should be repeated next year with the same menu.  Norman reminded all attendees that volunteers were still needed for the Fair.  The sign up sheet was in the back of the room for everybody to sign up.  The shifts are for 4 hours and it is between Sept. 15th and 19th.  In return for working the 4 hours, you will receive a free Christmas lunch.  Another place where we need more volunteers is at the information booth at the County Administration Building. 

President, Norman Briggs, introduced Michelle Watson from Kern Federal Credit Union.  Michelle introduced Patty Johnson and Darlene, her co-workers.  Michelle reminded everybody that KFCU was sponsoring the “LoneStar” concert that is taking place on Thursday, August 10th.    A member of KFCU will be opening for LoneStar and that is Rick Reno Stevens.  KFCU will be having a contest for all active on-line banking users.  The contest begins in September and all active on-line banking users as of October 31st will be entered in a drawing to win a $500 VISA card.  Kern Federal will be offering VISA gift cards now.  

BUSINESS MEETING:
TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for June 2006 which showed that REOKC membership as of June 30, 2006 was 3,624 and for July 2006 showed that REOKC membership as of July 31, 2006 was 3,624.

CRCEA – David Merritt announced that the CRCEA Fall Conference is in Sacramento October 16 – 18, 2006.  David also announced that the Orange County Board of Supervisors launched a major attack on the Health Care Plan for retirees in Orange County.  A meeting was held where a large number of retirees were in attendance and the Board of Supervisors backed off a little bit. It probably will not impact us in Kern County directly but it is another one of those attacks on existing and future retiree benefits.  David announced that Kern County will be hosting the Spring CRCEA Conference in 2008.   David was reminding all attendees that we will be needing help with the conference.        
EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 20 pair of glasses and 4 cases since the June meeting.

SUNSHINE – Belva Jared reported that she had mailed out 1 get well card in the months of June and July.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of June there were 34 volunteers who worked 99 hours and assisted 1,173 visitors and for the month of July there were 34 volunteers who worked 102 hours and assisted 1,030 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through July 2006 is 237,554.  Mary Lou requested more volunteers and discussed the training procedure.  She recruited one new volunteer at the luncheon today.  
NEWSLETTER – The deadline for articles in the TREND is August 15th.  The newsletter should be out to the members by the third week of August.  The TREND had been being printed by Three Diamonds Printing and the owner had a stroke.  We were turned over to Central Printing and they couldn’t work with our time constraints.  President, Norman Briggs, and Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett, contacted Hall’s Letter Shop and they have been very willing to work with us on our timeframe.  At the same time we have saved $362.52 in printing and mailing of the last TREND.  We now have almost 400 people getting their TREND by notice on their e-mail.
OLD BUSINESS:  President, Norman Briggs, announced that the Nominating Committee members are Greg Salas, chairman; Nettie Collins, Paul Leonard, Kathy Ervin and Georgia Morgan.  

The feedback that we have received on the July Bar-Be-Cue has been good and we will be keeping the menu and entertainment.  

NEW BUSINESS:  No Report

The attendance prize was won by Doris Cary.  There were 3 Atlas’s and 2 Candy Dishes donated from Kern Federal Credit Union and 47 cups with $5.00 in each one.  After distribution of the prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 1:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted this 23rd day of August, 2006.

Ginger Mello, Secretary 
